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When you create a positive classroom atmosphere, students learn better. 

Every student must feel safe and important in the class in order for maximum 

learning to take place. A positive classroom environment does not just happen; the 

teacher creates it. Teachers should create a positive physical and emotional 

atmosphere. There are some steps in it: 

- Lead your students by example. Changes begin with the teacher's positive 

caring attitude and thoughtful construction of the physical environment. 

- Begin each class greeting students with a smile and a personal welcome. 

Help each child feel important and set a positive tone to the class. 

- Organize your classroom neatly and methodically to control confusion and 

stress. You and the students need to know where to find books and materials 

at all times. 

- Plan lessons that allow students to actively participate in the learning process, 

and arrange the desks to meet the needs of the students and lessons. 

- Teach children to set measurable academic and behavior goals. 

Acknowledge the completion of the goals with stickers, treats, public 

announcements and certificates. 
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- Search for students' strengths and build on them. Put activities in your lesson 

plans that allow every child to feel a measure of success. 

- Create a Positive Classroom Discipline System 

- Allow students to help set classroom rules to give them ownership in the 

discipline process. Post the rules and consequences in the room. 

- Stick to the rules and fairly and consistently execute the consequences. 

- Use negative consequences infrequently by reinforcing positive behaviors 

with a reward system. 

- Integrate correct behavior and accountability instruction into your lesson 

plan. Hold each student accountable for her actions and don't allow the 

blame game. 

It’s really important for teachers to create a positive and engaging classroom 

atmosphere. Research has indicated that if a positive classroom atmosphere is 

created, students will learn better and engage more which means that it is one of 

the most effective and powerful tools teachers can use to encourage children’s 

learning. Lots of factors are related to a positive classroom atmosphere, one 

important factor is how teachers respond to children’s behavior. Teachers’ 

responses to children’s behavior will help to set the tone of the class environment. 

This article will shortly focus on the teachers’ role in creating a positive classroom 

atmosphere and also a few simple suggestions for avoiding poor behavior from 

occurring. 

Creating a Positive Teacher–Student Atmosphere 

A positive classroom environment yields positive students who are 

motivated to learn. Creating a positive classroom is not that difficult, but the 

rewards are immense and far-reaching. Achieving this improves your professional 

achievement and the success of the students you are charged with teaching. [2] 

Smile to your students any time you see them  
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An important part of creating your positive classroom is to make your 

students feel like you want them to be there. To talk, teach and communicate 

positively. Your body language and tone of voice will also play important roles in 

comforting students. 

Welcome your students with a smile, give them a big hug and tell them how 

glad you are to see them. Try to imagine that one day you went to school and saw 

your teacher wearing a straight face without even noticing you, you will keep 

wondering all day long: am I doing anything wrong? Things happen to children too, 

they can then be more sensitive and hesitant to participate.  The power of their 

fondness for you, a hug or even just a smile in the hallway can have a big impact 

on their day.  In return you’ll have a hard working student that is eager to please. 

Avoid showing anger  

Students can be naughty in class from time to time and teachers can get 

upset easily at times as well.  The key to maintaining a positive attitude is to not 

show your anger. Remembering that your students are still developing social 

awareness as well as skills should give that extra bit of patience when 

required.  Even adults can find it difficult to keep their emotions and actions in 

check. No matter how annoyed you may feel with a child, stay patient and calm. 

Don’t expect kids to behave perfectly. As they are exploring and discovering the 

world, children will make mistakes and they may do something you don’t like. 

There is something you can do to stop the students who aren’t doing what they 

should. What you can do in class is to distract them away from what is 

distracting.[4] 

For example, you can give the ones with high participation and good 

behavior some stickers or draw happy faces as a reward, or you can praise them 

with high enthusiasm and a loud voice. Get them involved in more activities to 

stimulate the naughty ones until they stop doing what the teachers don’t really like. 

http://www.eslkidstuff.com/
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Keep oneself professional  

Teachers can be moody and annoyed sometimes because of personal or 

professional events, but it’s important to know that separating the real-life you and 

the teacher you means a lot to your students and yourself. 

One has to keep oneself professional when it comes to work, especially in 

teaching. You can’t spend a whole hour yelling at students because you got your 

purse stolen on the bus in the morning.  Try to think each day that you spend in the 

classroom as a new opportunity to foster learning and that moment is unique in 

both you and your students’ lives. Always try your best to conquer the bad things 

that are annoying you. 

Accept your students for who they are  

Not all kids were born with the same skills and abilities, or raised in the 

same environment. Not all students learn at the same level, no student is stupid and 

no question is a stupid question. Students’ knowledge of the world may vary from 

one another, so teachers should be open and patient to the ones who are asking 

questions or doing something that seems less than intelligent, and help them to 

solve their problems. 

Parents are always going to dress their kids the way they want, and they are 

always pleased with what their children look like no matter how other people judge 

them, so it’s important to remember: keep your opinion to yourself. Never 

comment on a student’s appearance, each student is an individual.  As far as 

classroom behavior is concerned, feel open to talk with parents about things they 

can do to help their kids to be better. 

Positive communication with parents  

Praise the children frequently and find something positive to say about each 

student. Positive communication with parents back home is important. Parents like 
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to hear about what their kids are doing, and kids love to be complimented in the 

presence of their parents. 

Suggestions for Creating a Positive Classroom 

When you engage students so that they become more responsible for their 

learning and take control of themselves, they begin to realize the benefits of being 

more independent and accountable in the classroom. These are a few simple 

suggestions for creating a positive classroom environment so that we can enhance 

our enjoyment of our jobs and our success as teachers. [5] 

Establish classroom routines  

It may take preschool and kindergarten kids a while to remember routines 

and classroom manners, but once the majority of the children get in the rhythm of 

classroom routines, they teach the other students.  They also learn from each other 

and supervise each other.  The outcome is more positive classroom behavior. Keep 

routines and rules simple and teach one or two at a time, for the long term it will 

benefit the teacher and students a lot without pushing students too hard. 

Involve all the students in classroom activities  

We may have noticed that children’s abilities in making friends in a new 

environment are different. Some children become the centre of the group 

immediately once they are here, and some children just keep to themselves all the 

time or try to behave badly in class. One of the possible reasons is that they lack 

the skills to make friends. It takes teachers wisdom to solve these problems.  It 

takes time to investigate children’s preferences in class: whom does he or she like 

to sit or play with?  What games or activities make him or her more confident? 

Assign different children to small groups regularly to avoid cliques from forming, 

play plenty of games that not only involve learning social skills but also some 

other skills more children may enjoy or be good at. 

http://www.friendshipcircle.org/blog/2011/03/28/12-activities-to-help-your-child-with-social-skills/
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Encourage the students with positive feedback  

Children are glad to be praised by nature, an uncomfortable atmosphere of 

competition can arise when children hear other children being praised and they are 

not. So try to hold a wider range in behavior you would like to praise. For 

example: “Thank you Tom for picking up Jerry’s pen”.  Tom may be a naughty 

and have behavior issues in class, but he is always trying to help the others with 

whatever he can. Don’t judge him by not working hard in learning, praise him for 

his kindness. Feel free to talk with his parents about his warm-heartedness, and 

figure out a way to combine this quality in his learning. 

Offer students more choices 

Being a child has always been tough!  They are told not to do this and not to 

do that.  Just try to give them more choices, have them feel free to choose between 

crayons or felt markers, brown paper or blue paper, glue or tape.  It’s necessary for 

teachers to know: choices are not always theirs, they can’t sit next to the one they 

always want to talk to, and they can’t do things that cross the line.  Give them 

choices when you can. 

Learn to be an expert communicator  

When a child refuses to do something, take a moment to check if there is 

something bothering him or her. They could be hungry, tired or sick. Children 

often do not have the vocabulary to explain why they feel uncomfortable or to 

express their feelings. So it’s important for teacher to sense the expressions on 

their faces, their movements, and try to figure out what they need or want. I have a 

3- year-old boy in my class who once wet his pants without any warning, not until 

I saw the wet floor did I notice that he had peed. Then it turned out that he was 

frightened to tell me that he wanted to go to bathroom, and no one else before told 

him he could tell the teacher when he needed to. 
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Communication with kids is an absolute necessity for a teacher. Children’s 

behavior is often unpredictable, illogical and based on their emotions. Learning to 

utilize effective communication techniques to establish positive classroom 

behavior will greatly help us in creating a harmonious and positive classroom 

atmosphere. 

Conclusion: 

Every student must feel safe and important in the class in order for 

maximum learning to take place. A positive classroom environment does not just 

happen; the teacher creates it. Becoming an effective teacher takes time, hard work, 

and dedication; we can have a long way to go in creating a better learning 

environment for learners.  Once we realize its importance and continuously try 

something new when faced with issues, things will change. 
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